HIGH WYCOMBE CYCLING  CLUB   REPORT  8.10.07

Veteran Simon Holmes was  the highest placed High Wycombe Cycling Club rider in the ‘Autumn   Sportive’ held in the Welsh Mountains   on Sunday.   Simon finished the   90 mile Epic ride in 5hours 1min. and only 20 minutes behind the winner  to take 20th  place overall.   Despite suffering with a bad back Ossie Assem made it to the finish in 5hours   25 mins  to finish 89th and Simon Hughes finished in 6hours 30 mins, for  448th  overall place  from the over 1,000 riders that took part. 
A team of Wycombe riders  looked resplendent in their full kit   also on Sunday  when they competed in the Chiltern Audax UK 100 km ride. Weather conditions were excellent  unlike last year when punctures were the norm with grit strewn roads after heavy rain.  This year no punctures were reported.   This was the 27th Anniversary of the event run by the Wycombe and  saw  40 riders  leave  the start from the Naphill village hall to follow the challenging hilly Chiltern course, which took them to Henley, over the hills before heading back to Naphill.  
Star of the ride, and one of the first riders home, was 15 year old Jo Holloway  who took 4 & half hours,  his dad Kevin keeping at watchful eye on him. Other  successful Wycombe riders included:  Dave Johnson, Kevin Holloway, Jo Holloway,  Paul Morrissey, Colin Fury, John Francis, Peter Grace, Trish Hicks.  Tracy Jaquest, Andrew Mullis, Tony Pennell,  Jonathan Smith,  Stuart Smith,  Ray Tyrrell, Ian Waterman,  and Dave Hawkins.
Steve Golla , Paul Mace and Rob Fletcher took on some extra racing miles before they  fly out to ride  the Tour of Majorca - a five stage  road race on the Spanish Island.  On Sunday the  team  competed  in the Sussex Border 100  km. road race which was held  around the South Downs.   The  very hilly terrain   soon saw the   field  fragment into  several groups with  Steve  comfortably  making the leading  break to finish in 9th position.  Paul and Rob finished with the main pack a few minutes further back.      For  Paul it was his second race of the weekend having competed in the   Oxonian Cycling Clubs Cyclo Cross   event the previous afternoon   where he finished in 9th place in a good class field. 
This coming Sunday 14th October  The club are holding a training day based around Longwick,  40 members will enjoy hands on experience  in self paced riding skill training,  bunched riding and hill climbing.   There will also be  sprint skills technique training. Joining the riders will be Sean Banister  who coached Olympic  gold medallist  Bradley Wiggins  to his   Junior  world championship a few year ago.
The Annual General Meeting of the High Wycombe Cycling Club will take place at West Wycombe Village Hall on Wednesday 17th October at 8.45pm   where  next seasons race programme will be announced.
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